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PHI BETA KAPPA

PHARMACY, the art of preparing, com-
pounding and dispensing medicine. Physi-
cians were the first pharmacists, for origi-
nally they prepared their own medicines, but
as practice grew broader and drugs were
more generally used, a separate profession,
that of the pharmacist, naturally arose. The
laws of almost every state now rigidly exact
a technical education and drug store experi-
ence before licensing pharmacists to practice.
Many schools, some of them connected with
the most prominent universities in the United
States, give, in courses extending over two
or four years, the training necessary, though
in most states the license to practice must be
obtained directly from a specially appointed
board of pharmacy.

PHAROS, fah'ros, an island in the Medi-
terranean, on5 the coast of Egypt, now occu-
pied by a part of the city of Alexandria.
The island was long celebrated for a light-
house erected on it by Ptolemy I and re-
garded as one of the Seven Wonders of
the "World. This lighthouse was built on
a square base 100 feet wide and was perhaps
several hundred feet high. It was destroyed
by earthquake in the fourteenth century.
The classic poets used metaphorically the ex-
pression "Pharos flame" much as modern
poets say "beacon light."

PHARYNX, far'inks, the term applied to
the muscular sac which lies between the cavity
of the mouth and the narrow esophagus, with
which it is continuous. It is funnel-shaped,
about 4J inches in length and communicates
with the two nostrils, the two Eustachian
tubes, the mouth, the larynx and the esopha-
gus. It aids in swallowing and in producing
the higher notes of the voice.

PHEASANT, fez'antj a group of large
birds related to the barnyard fowls, brilliant-
ly-colored and usually long-tailed. Pheas-
ants, like domestic fowls, are polygamous.
They roost in trees and feed on berries, seeds,
herbs and worms. The eggs are olive-brown.
These birds, natives of Asia and Eastern
Europe, have been naturalized in various
parts of the world. In England pheasants
are among the commonest of game birds,
and thousands of them are raised annually on
the great preserves and are driven before
the guns in the hunting season. Among
the several species that have been introduced
to English coverts are the black-barred and
the ring-neck Chinese pheasants, the latter
distinguished by its white collar and grayish-

blue upper wing coverts, and the green
pheasant and copper pheasant, both from
Japan.

Some of the specimens of the Far East
are very highly-colored. The Chinese silver
pheasant, which ranges through Southern
China, has white upper plumage finely pen-
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ciled with black, blue-black lower parts, and
long, handsome, downward-curving tail cov-
erts. The peacock pheasant, which ranges
through Tibet and China, is so named be-
cause of the multitude of "eyes" on the
plumage of the tail and upper parts. Among
the showiest birds in the world is the Argus
pheasant, which can spread a fanlike wing,
exhibiting rows of delicately tinted iridescent
circles that appear to revolve in sockets. A
gorgeously-colored bird is Lady Amherst's
pheasant, with breast of metallic green,
upper plumage of scarlet, rump of golden
yellow and chest of amber. About its neck
is a ruff of orange tipped with dark blue.

PHELPS, felps, ELIZABETH STUABT, See
WARD, ELIZABETH STUAKT PHELPS.

PHENACETINE, fenas'etin, a white
crystalline coal-tar product sometimes used
as a remedy for fever and headache. It is
similar in effect to antipyrine, and, although
less dangerous than that remedy, it should
never be given without a physician's pre-
scription.

PHENIC, f<fnik, ACID, or PHENOL. See
CARBOLIC ACID.

PHI BETA KAPPA, f bafta kap'pa, the
oldest of the Greek letter societies, founded
in December, 1776, at William and Mary
College, in Virginia. The letters constituting
the name are the initials of the Greek words
meaning "Philosophy, the guide of life,"
which is the motto of the society. The in-
signia is a gold key. Gradually the society
has lost its secret and social character and